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TO THE EDITOR: 2 C/Z. 1

Re “Museum Cancels Big

EXhlbltlon” (Arts, Jan. 13); .
I write as a retired judge = .

with definite liberal leanings

- who was disturbed to read of

the cancellation of the artist
Samia Halaby’s retrospective

~ exhibit at Indiana University’s -
_ Eskenam Museum of Art. ;

Presumably the reason for

- this action was Ms. Halaby’s

“social media posts on the

Israel-Gaza war, where she
had expressed support for

- Palestinian causes and outrage
~__atthe violence in the Middle .

~ East, comparing the Israeli

i 2ol el -

bombardment to a genocide.”
I am a practicing Jew who

. Supports Israel’s right to exist.
. My religion, my profession and

my political proclivities all |
dictate not only tolerance but |

. also love and respect for free-
~dom of expression through the
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grad, am
ashamed of

Your Turn
Carter Sherwin
Guest columnist

- Free speech and democratic values are in grave
danger at Indiana University, the institution from -

- which I recently graduated.

Professor Abdulkader Sinno, an associate prefes-l
sor of political science and Middle Eastern studies; |

. was recently suspended from all IU-affiliated activ-
ities for two semesters. I was in his Middle Eastern
Politics class last fall, and I can tell you that this move
is purely political and baseless.

Professor Sinno is a polarizing figure for many. on
[U’s campus. On a campus where a large amount of
money for the college comes from Jewish donors and
which enrolls many Jewish students, Professor Sin-
no has never shied away from supporting Palestinian
student groups on campus and teaching about the Is-

raeli-Palestinian situation without omitting the

facts. Originally from Lebanon, he is passionate
about the plight of the Palestinians but performs his
activism peacefully and as an academic.

As someone who grew up in an area of Chicago
with a large Jewish population, I had moments of
skepticism during his class. For the most part, how-

ever, I found him to be an academlca]ly enrichingand -

Inspiring figure.

- When we stepped through the doors to his class
‘every day, he was never antagonizing, always ]eﬂal
_and the very definition of what you would want a pro-
fessor to be. He would invite us to ask any questions,
in any amount, and answered them patiently. He

would ask us to fact-check him on'some of the more .
hotly contested aspects of the class, such as the [sra-

el-Palestine conflict, and let him knew if he got any-

thing wrong. Most of all, he reminded us several

times that he viewed us as “his own children," having

none of his own, and that he cared deeply about ev- -

eryone in the room.
"Professor Sinno is not a danger to students at IU.
He has done nothing to warrant the cowardly re-
- sponse from President Pamela Whitten and her ad-
ministration. But for them, Sinno presents a clear
threat to the monetary flow to the university, from

~ politicians  within the state of Indlana and their
{ stance on Israel.

- Itisno eemmdenee that thJS actlen follows a letter

to President Whitten, sent by Rep. Jim Banks, that
~ demanded the ‘university. do more to battle anti-
semitlsm on campus or face consequences After all,

that is what this suspension is actually about.

1U’s reasoning for Sinno’s sanctions was that he
- planned an event for the Palestinian Solidarity Com-
- mittee with several errors on the form he used and he
went ahead despite a late notice of disapproval from
" the university. Of course, it was approved by IU but

canceled just hours before it was supposed to take
place. That’s absurd,

. As a recent graduate of IU, I know theee issues .

w1th event planning happen frequently, yet other

culprits within the faculty have somehow avoided |
any punishment. IU, a university that prides itself on
being an academic beacon and a stalwart supporter |
of democracy, has shewn its hypocrisy with this lat-

) est episode.
L= 2Yes: Prefesser Smne taught a class on the Middle

East Wlth a plethora of tough topics. Yes, he spon-

-sored and aided the PSC. Yes, he should have re-

ceived a reprimand for the event — perhaps a warn-

| ing of future action — but a complete suspension for
two semesters? The administration can entlrely dis-
‘agree with Sinno’s opinions, but until they're a “clear
and present danger” to the University, the admini-
stration never should have gone this far. The reasons
& given to jugtlfy this activity are wholly lacking,
~ College learning is supposed to be a challenge to
| ';'student's opinions as well as their intellect. By re-
-'moving Prefesser Sinno’s worthwhile contributions
' to its campus, IU is depriving students of diversity of

thuught and what's more, the PSC of one of their -
g HIg 'ibnly adult advocates in the area.

é Asa recent graduate of IU, I am ashamed of the
_ actions IU’s administration has taken in this case. I
flope students and faculty there recognize the abhor-
- rence of this event, and move to hold the Umvers 11:y
aecountable for what they have done.

& _'_*___;‘_;derter Sherwin is a recent graduate of Indiang
i Universi tyBleomzngten and a res:dent of Bloemm,q- £l
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? Ihdiana Senate Bill 202 should
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worry us all, not just educators
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william E. Scheuerman
!

Guest columnist
The state’'s GOP supermajority 1s fast-tracking a
hill (SB-202) that threatens t0 destroy public higher
oducation as we know it. Anyone who cares about In-
diana’s public colleges and universities should worry.
 On the surface, SB-202 merely creates a manda-
| tory post-tenure review for faculty, who will need to
| demonstrate teaching "multiple, divergent, and var-
~ jed scholarly perspectives on an extensive range of
' issues" It also strengthens complaint
mechanisms so students and others can report on
faculty who fail to do so. In an email exchange with
me, the bill's architect, state Sen. Spencer Deery (R,
IN-23), insisted that the legislation simply codifies
‘what faculty should be doing anyhow.
Where’s the problem? RN
. Tenured faculty are already subject to extensive
annual reviews. Tenure is not, in fact, a free pass to do
| or say whatever faculty want. Tenured faculty can be
| fired forjust cause — for example, sexual harassment,
- | orother egregiously unprofessional behavior. If I turn
| my political science courses into vehicles for discuss-
| ing my favorite NFL team, Indiana University has a
legal basis to terminate me. And it should.

. What SB-202 does is codify a vague political litmus
test that opens the door to firing faculty who are doing
their jobs. As the U.S. Supreme Court has ruled, ten-
| ure provides faculty with protections necessary to the

“marketplace of ideas” on campus. It protects all
- scholars, and thus those with both right- and left-
~ leaning views. We have our system of tenure because
| faculty were once regularly fired when their perspec-
| tives angered campus administrators, politicians,
| and wealthy donors. Without tenure, faculty are
. forced to ook over their shoulders, worried about
- alienating powerful people. Tenure is essential to &
~ free society, where faculty pursue knowledge without
{i kOWtOWIIlg to Big Brother or Big Donor.
| Where are tenure protections lacking? In dictator-
 ships, where government keeps faculty on a tight
_ leash. Tenure has helped make American higher edu-
| cation the envy of the world. gL
- But doesn’t SB-202 simply guarantee that faculty
~ teach a diversity of perspectives?
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.~ Universities should, of course, offer a variety of

iewpoinits. However, to require that of individual

e LN LA ‘541 2

¥ N * 'y B bt " '

S ﬁ-.}n.l.l.!__i,.i e _ W o TR e 5
% e IR R T G e : .

ki ' "‘-1 " E 1 -' ;. .I‘{ e i i b, .

AT AR TR SR : |

1 rl *.r -h. £ Il- . 4 - i ! -

- —'E"'-.,....- e 'l_ 1

! ' #
LS i h
F - 4 ey E ‘ L - 5 i T L
i I- .

e —
’

What $B-202 does is codify a
vague political litmus test
that opens the door 1o firing
faculty who are doing their

jobs.

faculty is misconceived. We hire people to represent
one perspective or type of research — a specific ap-
proach to political science, for example, or physics.
'SB-202 ignores that fact and threatens scholars’ free-
dom to teach what they deem appropriate.

The bill effectively mandates, for example, that in-
dividual Kelley School of Business faculty should
teach not only free market economics, but also social-
ism. In my political science courses, my students and
I discuss Nazism. Will I be expected to include pro-
Nazi perspectives? Perhaps invite skinheads to dis-

- cuss their take on the Holocaust?

What about U.S. history faculty? Will they need to -
devote time to (alleged) virtues-of slavery or segrega-
tion? Should biology professors provide a forum for

creationists? |
SB-202 is a Trojan Horse for a clampdown on aca-

demic freedom. Since it will deter good faculty from
joining or remaining at Indiana’s universities, itis also
a recipe for mediocrity. |
§B-202’s real-aim is to discipline so-called “woke"
faculty. |
' Yes, many faculty — and young people — now lean
left. There are many reasons for that. One 1s that the
extreme right-wing demonizes science. Republicans
once took climate change seriously, for example, and
listened to what scientists had to say. Now many ig-
nore science and would prefer that those doing it shut

up.

And that's what SB-202 does. It tells college faculty
that we should anxiously look over our shoulders: we
could lose our jobs if we fail to pass SB-202’s danger-
ously vague political litmus test. SB-202 is a disaster

for higher education and should be stopped. |
William E. Scheuerman is James H. Rudy Professor

of Political Science and International Studies at Indi-
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SB202 threatens
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Indianas

entire ‘knowledge economy”

- Your Turn
Michael Hamburger, Armin Moczek and Steven Vigdor
Guest columnists

A dangerous new piece of education legislation is
making its rounds through the State Capitol this
week. Indiana Senate Bill 202 promises to radically
restructure higher education at public institutions in
the state. The bill, now under consideration by the
House Education Committee, would remove the pro-
tection of tenure, placing long-term academic ap-
pointments in the hands of a small group of political
appointees, who ultimately, would be given the power
to decide what ought to be included or not within
course curricula. This broad legislative action is likely
to have a range of unintended consequences.

Although SB202 appears to target teaching of “con-
troversial topics” in the humanities and social sci-
ences, the bill would have a powerful, chilling effect
on research and education in science and engineer-
ing. There is not a topic in the history of science —

‘plate tectonics, the heliocentric solar system, geologic
time, the theory of relativity, evolution, or the devel-
opment of vaccines — that was not at some time con-
sidered controversial by some members of the broad-
er community.

Efforts to provide “equal time” for all points of view
undermines the very process by which science deter-

 mines the most effective methods to explain natural

phenomena through observation, experimentation,

~ and rigorous testing. In the case of evolution, politi-

cally motivated efforts to demand that science classes

| provide for coverage of a non-scientific alternative

were correctly shut down by U.S. courts. The courts
understood that science develops theories to account
for reproducible experimental evidence, while alter-

~ natives preferred by some are intended to manipulate

~ place the entire academic enterprise at risk, by plac- -

evidence to support predetermined conclusions — ul-

I | timately undermining America’s leadership in sci-

ence.
We believe that the proposed legislation would

ing decisions on what should or shouldn't be taught in
university science classes in the hands of a small

group of politically appointed bureaucrats — yvith lit-
tle or no expertise in the fields they are judging. The
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goal of universities is to equip students fo understan_d
the world around them through the tools of academic
inquiry. This fundamental basis of our 'ed:ucatir)pal
system is threatened by legislation that limits the in-
dependence and academic freedom of Indiana’s uni-
versities.

Indiana’s “knowledge economy” is entirely depen-
dent on the highest quality of research and education
of the next generation of students. Our pharmaceu-
tical industry depends on biomedical research and
education; our automotive industry depends on
state-of-the-art physics and engineering; our grow-

7

H:.

ing data management and analysis economy depends

on high-quality computer science research.

Without unfettered access to state-of-the-art sci-
ence and engineering, our faculty and students — and
ultimately the communities we belong to — will be the
long-term losers if this bill passes. Our continued
ability to recruit and retain the best and the brightest
future leaders from America’s top academic institu-
tions depends on the integrity of our universities —
and by how they are perceived from outside the bor-
ders of our state. SB202 will ultimately diminish the
stature of our educational system, the quality of our
workforce, the safety of patients or consumers, and
the ability of our citizens to make informed, evidence-
based decisions as parents or voters.

Indiana has a great history of public education,
with two major flagship universities and a diverse
range of critical statewide systems and community
colleges. We rely on the leadership of our state to sus-
tain and support this critical, but ultimately fragile,
system of higher education. As Indiana universities
face a daunting “enrollment clift” — and our universi-
ties will be competing even more fiercely with other

institutions across the region — there could not be a
worse time for SB202 to become reality. We therefore -
strongly urge the House Education Committee, and all
Hoosiers, to oppose this dangerous piece of legisla-

tion.

The authors are faculty members at Indiana Uni-
versity Bloomington. Michael Hamburger is Professor
of Earth & Atmospheric Sciences, Armin Moczek is
Professor of Biology, and Steven Vigdor is Professor

Emeritus of Physics.



P ——

Craig A. Stewart
Guest columnist

Every Hoosier should grow up knowing there is a
place where they will be welcomed withm_ the Indiana
public higher education system. Thatisan idea that the
vast majority of Indiana residents certainly support.

Achieving this is the stated goal of Senate Bill 292. But
SB 202, as written, won't accomplish this and will have

many negative side effects, including damage to our

state’s economy. -
Last year, Indiana University received $772millionin

new grants and contracts. Purdue University received |
$613 million. That money comes predominantly from

outside our state, contributing significantly to Indiana’s
economy. The impact of these funds on the Indiana
economy can be estimated with the widely used U.S.

Bureau of Economic Analysis Regional Input-Output \
Modeling System (RIMS I). The RIMS I data for Indiana ﬁ
suggest grants and contracts to IU and Purdue addover |
$2 billion in direct and indirect value to Indiana’s econo- |
my annually. This amount of funding supports an esti- |
mated 14,000 full-time jobs annually. |

Most tenured faculty could make more money out-
side of academia. World-class experts are attracted to
" academia to make a difference: to spend a career pursu-
ing research, scholarship, creative activities, and teach-
ing. They receive the assurance of such a career once.
they have proved their merit through the tenure process.

That is the deal in almost all other states. It has been
';lhe dealinindianainthepast, but SB202 would end that

ere., '

Faculty of all political perspectives have objected. For
example, Purdue University's Faculty Senate voted 81-5
to oppose SB202, If SB202 is enacted into law, Indiana’s
very best faculty members will leave to go to other
states. If thathappens, our universities willbecome less
competitive for grants and contracts. Vacated faculty
5102;2?;1;1 acaél be fnvi?]l with other PhD holders — byt

cements wi ; i -
rent faculty. For most lg)rearxl:':l ;}rl;;issglusa]fne(iigmn e
AR ;e = portant

See STEWART, Page 7A
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. fewer out-of-state stu-
}obs willdisappear, fo]lowh-'~'

bill become law, first write
dents. Losing the higher

Gov. Holcomb at

concern for all. But the
current situation took to

getauniversity degreeand
stay here to work in Indi-

S tewart

ing grant money to other tuition these students pay anas leading tech firms. years to create. The cur- https:// WWW.IN.gov/gov/

Continued from Page 6A  states. Competition for (which also subsidizes tu- Pharmaceuti%al compa- 1¥ent situation will take ask-eric/. Then write to

| grant funding is already; ' 1tion for Hoosier students) nies will also have far few- years to correct. Neither yourlegislators — particu-
evaluation criterion is a intense The percentage of would mean furtherfinan- er opportunities for local the speed pursued by the larlythoseinareasthatare
faculty member’ sabilityto proposals submitted to ciallosses for Indiana. . research | collaborations right nor the dramatics of home to a college or uni-
complete the work. SB202 granting agencies thatare |t SB202 is enacted as that accelerate the devel- the left will help our state  versity. And do it quickly!
calls that into quests.on, rejected can be as high as . currently written, phar- opment of new, needed, achieve a good long-term This bill is headed to the
further dama the 95% to 98% of those sub-  maceutical, defense, and and sometimes lifesaving solution. governor s desk right now.
competitiveness af Indi- mitted. A reduction of high-tech firms in Indiana  medical treatments for SB 202 in its current Dr. Craig A. Stewartisa
ana faculty. I SB202 grant and contract fund- will lose the existing pipe- Hoosiers, their pets, and form will hurt all Hoosiers, PhD biologist and an
passes as currently writ- ingto25%ofcurrentlevels  line of excellent students  their agricultural animals. and yet it has now passed adopted Hoosier of more
ten, much less grant and seems plausible. . from our state’s leading = Indiana State Sen. thelIndiana Houseandthe than four decades’ stand-
contractmoneytmﬂmme Indiana would suffer universities. Native Hoo- Spencer Deery cited sur- IndianaSenate.To avoidit ing. He recently retired
.iIItO .the state Of Indmm other economic impacts siers will miss out on the vey data showing a sharp becoming law, first Gov.  from acareerin advanced

decrease in confidence in

Holcomb must veto SB

great opportunity for
high-qualityjobs available
through this pipeline. In-
wer rankings and diana will no longer keep
g y lose accrechtatlon in the many bright young
speclaities,_meamng ‘people who come here to

, grant  as well. If the best faculty
and nntract income te IU members flee, Indiana’s

and Pu due d:rops to 25% ~ public umversmes will

research computing and
has extensive experience
voteshavetochangeinthe in grant-funded research
Indiana House or Senate | and analysis of the eco-
foravetooverridetofail. If nomic value of scientific
you don’'t want to see this  research.

higher education among
Republicans as a key rea-
son for authoring SB 202.
This decrease in confi-
dence should be a grave

202 and then enough
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Your Turn
Scott Pell
Guest columnist

as disingenuous.

_—T

As Indiana Senate Bill

comb’s signature, public
reached a high point. Thou
202 are certainly legitimate, many obje
overwhelmingly by left-wing professor

i Commonly asserted, for ex

perfect, but it 1s ne«

have imposed on/;’(er

measure causes

breathe a

Indiana’s higher ed bill isn’t

cessary ?A

317/ 24 ;

students and professors, this
]l but the most partisan among usto |

sigh of relief.

Similarly misguided is the allegation that SB 20218

intended

202 awaits Gov. Eric Hol-
vision in

discourse on this bill has
gh some critiques of SB
ctions — made
g — strike me

ample, is that the bill
ests. It is difficult to

to target “wokeness” on campuses. No pro-,,

SB 202 prohibits the teaching of controver-
, the authors went out of their way

to reassure the public that this would not be one of the ;

bill’s effects. Ch. 6 sec. i(3) states

should be interpreted as
academic freedom of facu

researching, or writing p
and inclusion or other topics.

“INothing in this bill

1 limiting or restricting the ¥
Ity members from teaching, _
ublications about diversity, :

codifies into law political litmus t
- take this claim seriously, given that this cohort has equity, ‘ u s
l Jargely ignored the proliferation of ideological itmus Far from going :afte-r wokeness,” what 1awm_1al§ers 9
| tests in the form of requiring, or “apcouraging, diver- are actually ta_rgetmg isthe ten_Qency for cl_ass chs-:.cus:f I
| sity, equily and inclusion (D.E.L) statements from SI1ONS and a:smgnments to go wildly ofi-topicas p:r'tf of .
| faculty members, which coerce professors into arbi- professors attempts 10 meet D.E.L cntenai. g aﬁ:
| trarily linking their work to D.E.L initiatives. brave souls have pointed out that D.Ef‘.t.l.-re ated 1 “b
Far from encoding ideological litmus tests, SB 202 mus tests N hiring and promoftion O tenL coerce n];r; "
actually bans them. Ch. 3 sec1(b) states "An institu-  structors 1nto straying from appropn% eucour§e et
tion may not require an applicant or an employee. .10 teria_l. AS ope“p,rofessor from R?fecilley _Sc;;g}e{ ;I; e 0
’ pledge allegiance to orto make a statement of sflllpport fornia putit: Tma professor of cheTiSty-
iti :deological movement ” Reflecting |
3 any pohUCgl i cglnformity that litmus tests see PELL, Page 9A
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Continued from Page 8A P/? /4_

supposed to incorporate D.E.L into my
classroom instruction? What's the ‘anti-
racist’ perspective on the atomic mass
of boron?” As a former Indiana Univer-
sity student, I can assure you that this
provision is desperately needed.
Alongside banning litmus tests in
hiring and promotion, other positive as-
pects of SB 202 include: requiring uni
versities and their departmentstc
institutional neutrality; requirin
dent onentatlon prograimi in o
lighting the importance of free speech

F’ l u-—tv;a_-w‘.,._.wﬂ.,m_hi_ |

and free expression; requiring universi-
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¥

.'

ties to punish students or faculty
bers who disrupt protected fo
speech or expression; requiring

-

-
- T Loy ] ’
11-.1 3 K

ation based on the nature of their re-
search or commentary. A

The common argument that SB 202
would diminish the influx of talent mto
Indiana’s universities is incorrect and
made disingenuously for the purpos
rationalizing left-wing professors’ fears

protecting faculty members from reta

punishing those who use heckler's ve-
 toes to shut down speech — suggests
that it is in an abysmal state.

flawless. The bill requires the creationof
anonymous reporting systems that are
remarkably similar to Orwellian “bias
d response hotlines,” which are already in
eof use. Rather than promoting their prolif-
s eration, SB 202 should be amended to

ideologica]é frameworks” constitutes a
legitimate linfringement on academic
freedom and should therefore be
scrapped.
Republicans would dowell to take the
high road, in that they should eliminate
~the types of infringements on academic
freedom and anonymous reporting sys-
tems that their left-wing counterparts
have abused unrepentantly. But, if SB
202 becomes law without these amend-

None of this is to say that SB 202 is

that they might have to share spa¢es ban them altogether.
with ideological rivals. In reality, the  The stipulation that would require ments, progessives should know that
quality of instruction and resear¢h  punishing professors for failing to “fos-  they brought this on themselves by us-
would improve, since faculty would Eﬂ ter a culture of free inquiry, free expres- ing their jystitutional clout to rig the
hired and promoted on the basis of mér-  sion, and intellectual diversity within system to ensure that only their own
it, rather than ideological leaning. Likés the institution” is vague. If lawmakers  kind coulq thrive I a0 academic set-
wise, these changes would undoubted!i*-- insist on including such a provision, it tng. _
improve the free speech climate on our should be clarified in a way that targets Scott Pej| grew UP Terre Haute, In-
campuses; the fact that a law is needed specific behavior. NIE dwpa,s anc studied history at {ndtana
compelling universities to comply with  Additionally, the clause requiring ui‘ Untversity, He 87 ad"’at%d wu;chzhggg g
the First Amendment — in the form of structors to “expose students to schol- elor’s degye: " s ,ff : ille. =
arly works from a variety of political or currently esides in Martinsville
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rounding SB 202, Indiana’s higher education bill, with
a bit of consternation.sx
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Inded university, such as Purdue or Indiana University,

promot: maintain cultural and intellectual diversity
among iacuity members. In addition, if a professor does
*xpose students to scholarly works from a variety of

»
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~ Thebill defines “intellectual diversity” as multiple, di-

and varied scholarly perspectives on an exten-
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licy issues. As I interpret this, if a
teaches the Civil War disavows

r es” that proffers the war was fought
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glents to the “scholarly perspective” .
, 1cans were better offunder slavery, then tenure is denied. *

A

i
'!
{

“ ;:‘-;
3

s Iamnot anacademic.  have followed the rhetoric sur-

L x0V. Holcomb has now signed this bill
nto law. Under this law, the Board of Trustees at a state- -

other things, make recommendations to

eological frameworks, they will not achieve

ights, not slavery, then they will

s not expose stu-

If an African-American Studies professor does not ex-

may not achieve tenure.
- Science classes will not be exempt from this scrutiny. ¥

A chemistry professor who makes a statement about the*

human contribution to global warming during a begin-
ning chemistry class would not achieve tenure. A biology
professor who does not allow the “Christian” perspective
In class that all life began 6,000 years ago and that evolu- -
tion is contrary to God’s word would not achieve tenure.
IfIwas an academic, I would be leaving the state of In-
diana as quickly as possible. The dumbing-down of our
education systems continues under this administration =

)

and the gerrymandered legislature. B
Susan Luther is a resident of Monroe County. Sheisa *

retired attorney and former counsel, Naval Surface War-"
fare Center, Crane Division.
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row Pamela
Whitten helped
me teach

logical fallacies

Your Turn
ye*Ff Moscaritolo
Guest columnist

I'ma graduate worker at IU Bloomington, currently
teaching in American Studies. Because my stipeqd
falls well below a living wage, I picked up a side gig
teaching online at Virginia Commonwealth Univer-
sity in the Focused Inquiry program, which provides
generalized liberal arts courses intended for first and
second-year undergraduates.
~ This semester, I'm working with students on de-

tecting logical fallacies. This can be a tough subject
for students, because logical fallacies are by their na-
ture elusive. While isolated instances of logical falla-
cies sometimes occur, they’re best studied in the con-
text of larger conversations. | |
. I realized the students needed some in-depth
Dractice, a concrete example of a text that is respon-
ding to other texts, something that could be analyzed

deeply for its argumentative sleights of hand. And
thenIreadIU President Pamel

a Whitten’sresponse to
theIU faculty’s resolution of no confidence. To my de-
light, Whitten’s writing contained exactly what I
needed.

which was affirmed by 93% of the faculty
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delicately between the ' A tl}at o
the fallacies, my goodness — it’s a treasure trove.
It has the appeal to celebritj;/authority: “We can

uphold the legacy of Herman B Wells”

_ Ithasafalse dilemma: “Institutions are never stat-

?C. They are evolving, innovating and getting stronger,
| iﬁ; .theji ate stagnant and losing momentum and rele..
wance ?

' Ithas the slippery slope: “Such difference are not
| !‘ten.able forever” -

i iy der lon.” Imagine hearing someone tell you
This relationship is beyond repair,” and replying, “
Pledge to listen and to learn.”

| Remember, these are academics who voted on this
fesolution, Pegple who pick apart language, who
Would not vote in favor of such a resolutionifthey had
~ [¥en the tiniest sliver of confidence. Any amount of
(confidence fs more than no confidence, after all, ‘

R A___Lfte“r. a 1911?3 process of deliberation — petition, as-
[y, discussion — they determined that indeed
ere wag ahg -

A qr a8 absolutely no confidence in her to be found.,

&

- " -;..hi_,.—._l_q_r_

1a ballerina, Whitten deftly twirls aside

Sl _ﬂm:‘i?ﬂ?implﬁé “reflections on how we can move for-
- [Ward together” Ay _ .
i

!.

. _'. | sSliith&nk < Srlou, 'lfre'sident Whitten, fof giving me :.
i “Qh a Stllnnjng and concise example of fallacious
o [HIKIng, wielded b

onex . L 1elded by a person with entirely too much
- | " P¢yandpower. You have made me
L JeIT Moscaritolo
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| abetter teacher.
is a PhD student in American

e ngton and a writer of fiction. He
{[®Sldesin Bloomington, . te
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" Hdom, listen to students of.

 %¢or based in Bloomington. -

Three words for

IU’s Board of
Trustees:
Whitten must go

Kevin Howley
Guest columnist

~ ['ve got three words for the Indiana Univeraity
Board of Trustees: Whitten Must Go! '
+ Last month, Indiana University Bloomington fac-
ulty gathered to consider a vote of “no-confidence” in
President Pamela Whitten, Provost Rahul Shrivastav.
and Vice Provost Carrie Docherty. According to The
Herald-Times, 93% of the assembled 948 faculty vot-
ed in favor of the no-confidence motion against
‘Whitten. Shrivastav and Docherty fared little better.

. Intechnical terms, it was a blowout. Of course, the
Board of Trustees is not bound by the faculty vote.
Indeed, in a statement, the board expressed its ongo-
ing support of Whitten and her administration, de-
spite the faculty’s unmistakable rebuke. All the
same, I like to think the board will agree the optics are
lousy. And if there’s anything university boards don’t
like, it’s a bad look for their institutions.

But before you could say, “Ceasefire Now,” Whit-

ten’s administration went from bad optics to authori-

~tarianrule. In the wake of student activists setting up
an encampment to demonstrate solidarity with the
Palestinian cause, Whitten and company surrepti-
tiously changed the rules governing the use of tem-

- porary structures on Dunn Meadow, site of historic
anti-war protests in the 1960s and, more recently, ral-
lies for Black Lives Matter.

.. Rather than substantively engage with repre-
sentatives from the IU Divestment Coalition, who are
calling on Indiana University to divest from Israel
-and so-called defense industries, Whitten called the

-state troopers in a ham-fisted effort to clear the en-
.campments. To date, upward of 50 people have been
arrested for exercising their First Amendment rights.
The board cannot and must not ignore the obvious:
-deploying militarized police in response to student
‘protests is no way to lead an institution of higher
learning. | |
‘Sadly, like their colleagues at public and private
universities across the country, IUB administrators
‘have capitulated to the New McCarthyism that cyn-
ically conflates pro-Palestinian sentiment, solidar-
ity, and commitment with antisemitism and anar-
chism. It’s not enough that the twice-impeached for-
mer president challenges democratic norms and in-
stitutions each and every day. Now we've got
university administrators from Columbia and Emory
- to the University of Texas at Austin cracking down on
dissent like so many tin-pot dictators.
.. There’s a cruel irony in all of this. University presi-
_dents never tire of speaking to the importance of
leadership. But in recent months, the craven CEOs of
today’s corporatized universities reveal an abject
failure of leadership. Calling in militarized forces to
intimidate nonviolent protesters, employing police
{state tactics to silence dissent, and incarcerating fac-
Lulty and students is the stuff of tyrants and despots.
" To state the obvious, authoritarian rule has no
Iblace on college campuses — essential sites of rigor-
I ous deliberation and debate on urgent matters of our

1

i

Utime: from genocide and class war to systemic racism
Pand climate catastrophe. If the IUB Board of Trustees
%s looking for leadership, they’ll find it on Dunn
I Meadow. The real campus leaders are sleeping in en-
Loampments, speaking truth to power, and laying
" "claim to the moral and ethical high ground ‘fh.at presi-
“dents, provosts and other campus administrators
L have ceded to the forces of intolerance, indifference,

Hand political expediency.

(|
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8 And if the board 1S genulqely dlir;;ce;es;fecilt el;lc Eir:
U serving Indiana University sitradition o1 ng

% shared values of free eXpI€

f%:f} 1science. Disclose. Di-
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L Kevin Howley, PhD (IUB'98) isa writer an
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Indiana Un%ersny’s new /1
-expressive policy 1s too restr

Your Turn
Sara E. Skrabalak
Guest columnist

>§<

I'm not a late-night person and have little desire to
protest late at night. If 'm up past 10 in the evening,
I'd much rather be binging the latest season of a fa-
vorite show than because I have the desire to express
my opinion on a given issue. Unfortunately, world
events that demand an expressive response don't ad-
here to a specific schedule. For this reason, Indiana
University’s new expressive activity policy, which
prohibits forms of expression after 11 p.m., fails to
properly “balance free speech and safety,” putting
freedom of speech, a core academic value, In deep
jeopardy. '

I recall a 3 a.m. alarm in my undergraduate dorm.
Despite being disoriented, I got up and walked across
campus to keep vigil. It was Holocaust Remembrance
Day. Candles were lit, and for a set time, I read the
names of Holocaust victims until the next reader ar-
rived. This expressive activity occurred when I was
an undergraduate student and was a powerful way to
remember Holocaust victims and reflect on antisem-
itism in our daily lives. Yet, it appears that such an
event could not be held at Indiana University cur-

VIO
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ons tothese

time restrictions, and a recent free speech vigil tpa.t
idnight has led to some partici-

s new Expressive Activity

including peaceful assembly, such that it “must tak?’
/| place between the hours of 6:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.
| Procedures are not given to request exceptions to
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There is a rich history of night vigils in the U.S. that
extends far beyond Holocaust Remembrance Day as
well. Those advocating for abolition of the death pen-
alty hold vigil through executions, which Indiana code
requires must take place before sunrise on the execu-
tion day. A National Prayer Vigil for Life is held yearly,
with individuals and groups alike keeping watch fol-
lowing an evening mass until the following morning s
activities. Advocacy for survivors of sexual assault can
involve evening and overnight actions, particularly on
college campuses, where an emphasis on taking back
the night and making campus safe are common
themes. The Bloomington nonprofit Beacon, an anti-
poverty organization that supports the local unhoused
population, raises awareness and funds to address

homelessness through a yearly overnight sleepout.
Beyond raising awareness, these types of expres-
sive activity have long been a way for communities to
come together in times of mourning, celebration and
reflection. I write this column because the timing of
these activities is significant both in symbolism and
impact. Was consideration given to the potential im-
pact these time restrictions would have on the ways
our community could gather and express itself? The
report from the July 2024 Board of Trustees’ meeting

does not indicate such dialoe d e shared g0V~

such dialogue were bypassed. The new Expressive AcC-
tivity Policy is unnecessarily restricuve and shoulq,b{:

-
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reviewed and revised with full con'irnun.ity ir}put";‘ —
Sqra E. Skrabalak is the Indiana University James

H. Rudy Professor, Robert & Marjorie Mann Chair and
professor of chemistry. S




- Mackliemore dropped from
- music festival after controversy

3 Grammy-winning s muswlan
" Macklemore will not be performing at

" the inaugural Neon City Fe stival In
Las Vegas following a controver sial

§ comment he made about Amerlca

during a concert over the weekend

" “Macklemore will no longer be '
perfog due to unforeseen

! circumstances,” according to an

—=, organizers on Tuesday.

%, The festival has not speCIﬁed why
v Macklemore was dropped, but the
_ decision comes days after the “Thrift
7 Shop” rapper stirred controVersy for a
-~ Yemarl he made while performlng ata

2 ”"i.. pro—Palestlnian fe stlval in Seattle.

a media captured the 41—year-old
durlng
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and has criticized U.S. leaders for the
country’s support of Israel.

- Instagram post shared by the' festlval S

‘The Neon City Festival will now be

headhned by DJ Alison Wonderland,
ek < banid | - Neow 2 W




mosity she left at Georgia and Keriﬁe—i

saw University, why was she selected? |
The implication is that the trustees
hired her and gave her a mandate to si-

multaneously provoke and ignore the
faculty. '
That is almost incomprehensible to
me. Possible but improbable.

I know she has hired several good ad-
sstrators. I know she has turned the

athletic program ar ,
t in substantial research dollars.
he has good rapport with the
hink she has not managed
ests well — but what
dent Has?
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Most importantly, why would the
trustees give her a raise after the faculty
_gave her a vote of no confidence? In the
spirit of balanced reporting, I was look-

~ ing for the newspaper to explain this
- phenomenon to me.

Change is always hard. A new sheriff
in town is not easy. All presidents make
mistakes. IU ran off their first Black uni-

versity president. I hope that IU will not
" do the same with their first female presi-
dent.

Frank Motley, retired IU administra-
tor, Bloomington
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- About U President
Whltten’s bonus

Would anyone protest if President
Pamela Whitten donated her $175,000

‘bonus to some local charlty of her own
choosmg‘?

Kenneth Caulton Bloomington

o — Iﬂ at IU, gomg back to the Start w1
of the controversies '

nis publlc better I take no pOSl-
~ tion on Mﬂ, Whitten either way. I do apflaud the editor,
:“Ms, lond for trying to explain the gist of the artlcles
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Your Turn
William E. Scheuerman

1 Guest columnist

I am grateful for the H-T’s investigation of U
President Pamela Whitten's rocky tenure and the
sources of her unpopularity. But the situation is even
worse than what the H-T reports.

1 IU has had some great — and not-so-great —

presidents. But anyone familiar with IU’s history will
grasp why so many of us regretfully have concluded:
Whitten belongs among our worst presidents ever.

First, Whitten has regularly rebuffed efforts by
.| faculty, students, and staff to discuss, openly and
- | collegially, widespread concerns about her autocratic
| management approach. In the aftermath of a series
%5

e e R

of unprecedented no-confidence votes last spring,
she did hold a series of meetings. But those abruptly
came to an end when challenged by participants who
found her answers evasive and sometimes inane.
Vague talk about continuing those conversations this
fall amounted to empty promises.

Second, Whitten has surrounded herself with cro-
nies, some of whom partnered with her previously at
other universities, whose approach is no less auto-
cratic than her own. The fact they have serious schol-
arly credentials — frankly, hers are embarrassingly
modest — has not improved things much. Whitten
and her loyalists have consistently communicated to
people on the Bloomington campus that we don't
count. Her recent decision, with the disappointing
endorsement of IU Trustees, to create a new chancel-
lor’s position to run the Bloomington campus simply
means another level of redundant, overpaid admini-
stration. Conveniently, it will allow Whiten again to
shift the blame when things go badly.

" In fairness, Whitten does seem to care about U
athletics. Most of her increasingly rare appearances
on campus relate to IU sports — for example, her re-
cent participation at a tailgate party for IU basketball
players and recruits before the IU-FIU football game.
Perhaps this explains IU Trustees President Quinn

Buckner's over-the-top enthusiasm for Whitten,
something that sets him sharply apart from the vast
majority of the IU community. Both Buckner and
Whitten have forgotten that there is more to running
a major university than cheering on players and hob-
nobbing with coaches.
 Third, there is an increasingly repressive climate
on campus, with many younger and untenured facul-
-ty afraid to speak their minds. Unsurprisingly, the
- right-leaning Foundation for Individual Rights and
~ Expression (FIRE), a group that monitors free speech
(.. at universities, just ranked IU second worst nation-
~ wide among public universities. The left-leaning
- ACLU is now suing IU for its new Orwellian “expres-
- Sive activities policy,” a poorly drafted set of overly

bmWirules cobbled together by lawyers who know
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Indiana University President Pamela Whitten high

fives a graduate during the processional of the
platform party inside Memorial Stadium during
Indiana University's 193rd undergraduate ceremony
in 2022. RICH JANZARUK/HERALD-TIMES

nothing about the First Amendment. Anyone who
cares about free expression and the right to peaceful
dissent should be cheering for the ACLU.

Fourth, Whitten seems uninterested in the sub-
stantial negative publicity her actions have gained
within the broader global academic universe, But they
matter to those of us who care about IU: it badly im-
pacts IU’s rankings and stature and make it difficult to
maintain high quality programs. Ry

Fifth, IU’s distorted priorities and misuse of re-
sources gets worse by the day. Campus security is now
being deployed to patrol, surveil, and report faculty
and students attending weekly candlelight vigils pro-
testing IU’s clampdown on free speech. Meanwhile,
our email boxes are littered with shocking reports of
sexual abuse and attempted rape on campus. If this
isn’'t a misallocation of campus police’s time and ener-
gy, what is?

And just when we thought things couldn’t get any

worse, the Trustees reward Whitten with-an obscene,

- $175,000 bonus, a kick in the teeth to thousands efus

who have dedicated much of our working lives to en-
hancing IU’s now imperiled reputation.

William E. Scheuerman is the James H. Rudy Pro-
fessor of Political Science and International Studies at
Indiana University. He resides in Bloomington.



_pamela Whitten
“opinion Contributor

' As the state’s flagship university, Indiana Univer-

 sity plays a key role in the economic vitality and cul-
. ture of the state. When I became IU president, I put
. forth an agenda to propel 1U to new heights in stu-
| dent success, research and service to our great state.
. With a sincere commitment to this vision, I con-
. templated how I could lead the extraordinary stu-
. dents, faculty, and staff of U to succeed in these
* three goals. I realized that 1 needed to hear directly
. from citizens throughout our state. So, I packed my
~IU duffle bag and made it a priority to visit all of Indi-
. ana’s 92 counties.

I recognize that I may be among the few to inten-
tionally visit all 92 counties with no political aspira-
tions, but I would highly recommend this to all whe
© call Indiana home. We live in a beautiful state with
© kind and thoughtful people. |
*  During my trips, I had important conversations
| with the citizens of Indiana about how alinine of IU’s
. campuses can improve their lives.
~  Through these visits, I saw firsthand how IU's
. commitment to academic excellence, student suc-
. cess, transformative research, entrepreneurship and
~ human capital development are enhancing commu-
. nities in every corner of Indiana. |

I also discovered opportunities for IU to do even

~ more to elevate our state. (And I ate some amazing
~ food — from the world-famous fried chicken at the
~ family-owned Brau Haus in historic Oldenburg to the
© top-of-the-line steak at Third and Main Restaurant
in vibrant Aurora.) -

Hearing feedback from people throughout the
» state was crucial, because at a time when debates
2 abound about the value of higher education, IU must
2 play a key role in the future success of Indiana.
| While I'm already looking forward to getting back
~ on the road, here are five lessons I learned through
 these visits:

e Workforce development remains one of our
 most important functions as a university. In town at-
 tertown, I heard howIU graduates were shaping their
' communities. But, even as we celebrate this success,
we must continue adapting our programs and curri-
' culum to meet the changing needs of Indiana’s econ-

omy. That means establishing new degree programs

in microelectronics and nanofabrication, Al and
computer science, and cybersecurity risk manage-
' ment that prepare our students for lifelong success
1 while contributing to the talent needs of our state, It

‘M;‘ En Ty fﬂ iJ"-' B . .J-.-_r-_..r L- . o -
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¥ tutional partners to create direct talent pipelines,

o throughinitiatives like our co-op partnership with Eli
= 4 Lilly & Co. and our partnership with Naval Surface
N Warfare Center, Crane Division to advance micro-
 electronics research and national security innova-

tion.
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Fowler or receiving a tour of New Castle High School’s
- impressiveTgymnasium, there were "eountless™
ments of welcome and shared interest. Itis this identi-

What Hoosiers want from IU

the expansion of IU Columbus’ seamless admissions
program, which is designed to increase the area’s col-
lege-going rate. I met with senior executives at Boston
Scientific’s principal manufacturing facility in Owen
County, which seeks innovators and natural problem-
solvers to help advance the newest and most effective
hiomedical technologies used to treat patients around
the world. Thege digcugsions reinforced the impor-
tance for universities to be at the table for conversa-
tions about statewide college readiness and curricu-
lum design.

e Attraction and retention are crucial, for both tal-
ent ‘and business. Indiana citizens want access 1o
good-paying jobs and growth opportunities, afford-
able health care and housing, and cultural opportuni-
ties. Businesses want to locate where there are talent-
ed workers, solid infrastructure and a strong sense of
place. IU has multiple roles to play on this front. I met
with business and community leaders in Washington
County, where IU’s Center for Rural Engagement con-
tinues to engage IU students and faculty on communi-
ty projects designed to improve economic develop-
ment and public health across the region. In Scoftt
County, I met with IU Southeast alumna Jaime Toppe,
whose work on “Forward Together,” a comprehensive
revitalization study done in partnership with our New
Albany-based campus, will help identify ways for the
community to grow high-wage jobs, increase afford-
able housing, and support small business develop-
ment. In Fulton County, I toured Woodlawn Hospital,
where IU Kokomo graduate Paula McKinney continues
to build and retain a resilient workforce of highly
trained physicians, nurses, and other healthcare pro-
fessionals. |

e We must continue to invest in Indiana’s thriving
creative economy. After crisscrossing the crossroads
of America, I can think of countless moments of beau-
ty and artistic inspiration, like the historically signifi-
cant Bill Garrett Mural in Shelby County or the spec-
tacular works that capture the heart and history of Jef-
ferson County by Eric Phagan, an award-winning
graduate of IU Indianapolis’ Herron School of Art and
Design. IU continues to build on our strong history of
leading in the arts, with efforts like a new degree in
music business that leverages the expertise of both
the Kelley School of Business and the Jacobs School of

Music.

e Hoosier Hospitality remains one of our greatest
assets. On every visit I was struck by the kindness and
sincerity with which Hoosiers spoke about their de-
sires for their communities. Whether it was sipping
coffee with friendly customers at the Sundog Café in

ty that makes Indiana unique, and our collaborative
spirit will help make our state stronger. ;
I'm excited about what IU is doing to elevate our
state. The conversations 1 had with Hoosiers from all
walks of life and different backgrounds confirmed for
me that the progress we are making toward our ambi-

; e College readiness is imperative. If Indiana’s fu-
| ture depends on higher education, we must invest in
f our young people from the start. IU’s campuses are
' renowned for their ability to create economic mobil-
| ity for graduates. But if a student shows up ill
| equipped for college coursework, that potential can
| belost. I was heartened as educators across the state
~ shared with me their deep commitment to setting
E | students up for success. In Johnson County, I sat
' down with Franklin School Corp. leaders 10 disCcuss
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tious IU 2030 strategic plan is not just helping our stu-
dents, but is leading to a stronger, more vibrant, and
more prosperous Indiana.

Getting to hear firsthand how 1U is making a differ-
ence in the everyday lives of Hoosiers only increased
my love for this great university. And visiting all 92
counties made me grateful to call Indiana my home.

pamela Whitten is president of Indiana University.
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Jeffrey C. Issac

Guest columnist

| The ‘Indiana Daily Student recently ran a piece
lamenting Donald Trump'’s election. Micah Beckwith
- apparently didn’t like it. .

country. But Micah Beckwith is no ordinary citizen.
- The recently elected lieutenant governor, he took to
social media to attack what displeased him.

Posting on X, he shared a screen shot of the “of-

fending” IDS front page with these words: "This is
- from the Indiana Daily Student, the student news-
paper at Indiana University after Trump won. Your
tax dollars at work. They called him a ‘moron,’ a ‘fas-
cist, and a ‘threat to democracy’ (even though we
aren't a democracy, but I don’t expect students at IU
to know that.) This is WOKE propaganda at its finest
and why most of America looks at higher education
indoctrination centers like IU as a complete joke and
waste of money. This type of elitist leftist propagan-
da needs to stop or we will be happy to stop it for
them." '
With these words Beckwith did not simply de-
nounced the student newspaper. He threatened it,
along with Indiana University itself. His threat is
chilling and authoritarian, and any effort to act on it
would certainly be litigated in court. b

~ Even more troubling than the threat is the nasty

comment placed in parentheses: “even though we

aren't a democracy, but I don’t expect students at IU
to know that.” _ . | |
|  Beckwith’s remark about democracy is a staple of
| far-right discourse. Back in 2020, conservative Utah
' Sen. Mike Lee made waves by publicly claiming that
| “Of Course Were Not a Democracy,” maintaining
| that we are instead “a constitutional republic.”

| It is true that the U.S. Constitution does not con-
'| tain the word “democracy.” But it is also true that
‘| what the U.S. was in 1787 is not what it is now. And

\| over the centuries since the U.S. Constitution was
‘| ratified, the U.S. has been democratized, by citizen

‘| movements demanding rights and succeeding in

|| having these demands incorporated into U.S. Con-

‘ ;'j W stitutional amendm?nts, state constitutions, and
| laws such as the Voting Rights Act of 1965. The U.S.
|| might have been a “constitutional republic, not a de-

| mocracy” in the early years of the nation, but it has

| become constitutional democracy in the years since,
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ue to the efforts of activists such as Frederick
§ " Dougless, Ida Wells=Barnett; Susar Branthony, and

1  Don't take my word. Listen instead to J. Michael
¥ Luttig, a distinguished conservative Republican who

. orked in both the Reagan and Bush administra-
8 tions; was appointed as a federal judge by President
= Georee HW. Bush; mentored a number of conserva-

] ne

What Beckwith got wrong |
about democracy in IDS attack

at the idea of damoceacy. Perhaps instosd Of threat-

0/,
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tive leaders, including Ted Cruz; and was the man to
whom Mike Pence’s staff turned on Jan. F;', 2021, for
advice.

Asked if Pence had the legal authority to follow
Donald Trump’s orders to overturn Joe Bideri's elec-
toral votes on Jan. 6, Luttig said no. Pence followed
Luttig’s legal advice, and obeyed the law; he was then
treated to a mob shouting “hang Mike Pence.”

Luttig, whose 2022 testimony befordg the House
bore the title “Democracy is on Knife’s Edge,” has very
publicly described Donald Trump as a ddngerous au-
thoritarian. So, too, have retired Gen. Mark Milley,
Trump’s appointed head of the Joint CHiefs of Staff,
and Gen. John Kelley, Trump’s Homeland Security
secretary and then-White House chief of staff. In- .
deed, the IDS statements that Beckwifh hates were.
not from IDS reporters or editors; they were quotes
from Republicans who had worked with Trump and
now say he represents a threat to demodracy and, yes,
the republic. Have they all suddenly be¢ome “woke?”..

In Luttig’s testimony, he stated: “Thd¢se who think;
that because America is a republic, the%and corrup-;.

tion of our national elections and electoral process are .
not theft and corruption of our democracy are sorely
mistaken. America is both a republic and a repre-,,
sentative democracy, and therefore a sustained attack
on our national elections is a fortiori an pttack on our :
democracy, any political theory otherwise notwith-
standing.” |
Why these words? Because he knew that the very. i
idea that "America is a republic, not a democracy” was,
being promoted by people, like Lee and Beckwith, to.

justify Trump’s effort to overthrow an election. ;:
I have been teaching about democracy at Indiana
University Bloomington for over 37 years. I teach.
about the Constitution and its history} and about
democratic theory. My students read James Madison,
and Abraham Lincoln, and conservative §cholars like
Luttig, and Bernard Dobski, a Heritage [Foundation
fellow who also pushes the “republic, not femocracy”.
line. In class we discuss how “republic, n¢t democra- ;
cy, has a troubling recent history that gbes back to
Southern segregationists and the John Bifch Society.,
And we discuss how the U.S. was foundedjs a consti-.
tutional republic, and how it has over time become a.
constitutional democracy in which all cifizens have

basic rights, including freedom of expression.

It is troubling that Beckwith — a man just elected..
to high public office, who will soon take lan oath to

uphold the Constitution — would so causally threaten
' | r, and would justas casually scoff;

Jeffrey C. Issac'is James . Rudy professy/ of politi-
cal science at Indiana University. The view] éxpressed |
are those of the author only and showld noj be attrib-
uted to Indiana University: '



RUSS sk|ba and Heather Akou e

Guest tolumniSts % /

address last WeER hlghllghted a seeming stnng of ﬁrsts
£-r Indiana Universityin the past year. But she neglect-
od to mention a number of other firsts that have char-
actenzed het presidency. Across a proud 200-—year his-
torv s 519 presidents, Whitten is the:

e Firstto suspend a Palestinian professor for failing
to complete paperwork for a speaker on a topic about
which President Whitten did not wish to hear.

e First to Iecelve a 93% vote of no conﬁdence from
the faculty. --

e First to molate a 55-year -old pohcy setting aside
Dunn Meadow as a free speech zone in order to arrest
over 50 students, faculty and staff engaging in peace-
ful protest. Monroe County’s prosecutor refused to

press charges, ca]]mgthe process “constltutlona]ly du-
bious.” ,

o First to post a snipe .j?-?on an IU rooftop. Of 1100 Ga-
za protests that occurred around the country there
were only five incidents where a weapon was trained
on students. TU was responsible for two.

e First to be called outm urged outright to resignin

votes in nearly every academic unit on campus.

e Firsttoban COHStltutlonally protected free speech
after 11 p.m. in an expressive activity policy ramnmed
through in the dead of summer vacation. One constitu-
- tional law school scholar at [y said, “The problem with
atilﬂtSyPOhCY is that it doesn’ twithstand contact with re-

o First to sanction and thteaten to terrmnate facul-

° lest to be called out by a national free speech ad-
vocacy group as the second worst public university in

- the nation as far as free speech
None of these issues recejved a word of mention

anywhere in Whitten's State of the University address.

Which State ls She hwng m?

In her spe the Presldent spoke of enhancmg

: J; lto ﬁrst generatlon attenders and mi-

doesn’t msplre much trust

notity students. Yet out of the blue this fall, the admini-
stration announced the termination of the Intensive
Biman Seminar, a nationally recognized program
Or over 30 years, introduced first generation at-
ten-’_is to Indiana University, dramatically increasing
rete m on.
i tten touted IU’s “steadfast commitment to multi-
nary research.” Yet her administration just cut
ty-W1de funding for the Center for Research on
d Ethnicity in society, a multidisciplinary con-
so f.e n of faculty that has attracted strong postdoctoral
fe]loﬁ's' and helped them access university positions
acroafs the nation.

Pre31dent Whitten expressed pride in the $30 million
Presidential Diversity Hiring Initiative, seeking to diver-
sify IU’s faculty. But the reality is that program was
paused after only three years of a seven-year commit-
ment. Many faculty fear these and other cuts to pro-
grams supporting marginalized faculty and students

dis ”

~ signal a slow-walk towards complete abandonment of

all DEI initiatives here, as has happened in Florida, Tex-

as _and Kentucky.
In his book “On Tyranny, Timothy Snyder noted it’s

up.to those who are part of an institution — in this case,

e ulty, staff, and students — to defend the values of
‘that institution.

In response to the ongoing chaos and conflict that

this administration has brought to IU for the past three

and a half years, the University Alliance for Racial Jus-
tice (UARJ) has developed an alternative vision for Indi-
ana University, called Protect IU. The components are
shared governance, diversity, due process, academic
freedom, protect students and staff, and protect the fu-
re.

¥ We will continue to defend the values and principles
that have made our university a world-class institution,

and look forward to the day we can work together, rather
than at odds, with the administration and the Board of

Trustees to reach those goals.

Russ Skiba is professor emeritus in the School of Edu-
cation and co- founder of the University Alliance for Ra-
cial Justice. Heather Akou is associate professor in the
Eskenazi School and a member of the University Alli-

ance for Racial Justice steering committee.
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 The puhcy of this paper is to strive for accuracy. Like
perfection, total accuracy may be unattainable;
however, it will remain our primary goal and we will
not feel satisfied until it is within ogr grasp.

Jill Bond R B e i st v Ne‘ws Dire'ﬁ’tﬁf

Hﬁra!d?im-ewﬁline.com}héws fopinion il
HeraldTimesOnline.com/news/opinion/latters -
Editorials reflect the views of The Herald-Times

sditorial board. Other opintons on this page

m are solely those of the writer eéxpressing
themn. Please réport errors by calling
812-331-4364 of emailing mistakes@heraldt.con.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Editor's note: The Herald-Times received numer-
ousletters in response to three columns published last
month by local guest opinion writers. Here we publish
i1 selection of those letters. | |

Lgttgr was 'gfoss distorf_ionf' -'

Mr. David M. Litman regards Professor Benjamin
Robinson’s letter, in response to a Jewish student’s
defense of Israel’'s genocidal policies, as full of straw-
man arguments and ad hominem attacks, malicious,
schoolyard bullying which supports student anti-
semitismn at IU, and a justification for the growing so-
cial skepticism toward academics. el

This is a gross distortion of Prof. Robinson’s edito-
nial which, for reasons of space, did not engage in a
professaorial lecture, but cited what most of the world
regards as objective, independent sourtces for the
charge of genocide, e.g., Amnesty Intemational, the
International Criminal Court, the UN, and universally
recognized scholars. He might also have cited Presi-

den”f Carter's book, "Palestine: Peace not Apartheid.”
Litman’s assertions today, as in the responses to
Carter's book, echo what Carter called powerful
forces in'the U.S,, e.g., American Israel Public Affairs
Committee, that seek to suppress any criticism of Is-
rael ¥as-a-wis Palestine and the Palestinian people. It
1s with great regret that this observer has to say that
there has not been any more powerful catalyst for de-

spicable, ever-recurrent antisemitism than Prime

Minister Benjamin Neétenyahu.

And there has been no greater and more eloquent
criticism of Israel’s genocidal war than from Jewish '
Voices for Peace and the Jewish community itself,

Kk dgl kadi i

b i -
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pBloomington NI

laims fail to show of standard for genocide
- If you want to demonstrate that Israel is guilty of
genocide In Gaza, you have to prove that it has com-
mitted mass muader of civilians “with intent to de-
stroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial or
refigious group.” That's how it was defined in the in-
ternal Genocide Convention of 1948, The arguments
uffered by Benjamin Robinson (Dec, 22, 2024, opi-
mjon) {2l far short of that standard. |

Robinson claims that “Iszrael has killed 44,758 Ga-

- zans, as if the mere fact that many people have died

makes it genocide. But many people die in every war;
that doesn't constitute genocide, :

~ Unlike Israel, the Allies in World War Il sometimes
deliberately targeted civilian areas in Germany and
Japan; that did not make President Franklin Roose-

velt or Prime Minister Winston Churchill perpetrators =

of genocide. They were fighting a war of self-defense,
jast like Jsrael. The Israelis, however, have risked their
own soldiers’ lives in order to spare Gazan civilians,
for example, by giving civilians advance notice of im-
pending military action, so they can flee — which is
the vexy opposite of genocide. o |
. Robinson’s figure of 44,758 deaths it Gaza is the
number supplied by Hamas, an international ferrorist
group that, among other things, cdaims the Holocaust
s a hoax. Holocaust-deniers are not usually consid-
ered a reliable source of information. Close to half of
the Hamas number are armed terrorists — the same
ones who committed mass murder and gang rapes in
Israel on Oct. 7, 2023. Of the civilians killed in Gaza,
~ the Hamas number includes thousands of people
:..J::. ied of natural causes as well as civilians who
- Were killed when rockets fired by terrorists at Israel
fell short and exploded withinGaza.
It would be wonderful if Israel could fight a war in

s . . 4
-."-l » RIS

- which no civilians were harmed. But in the real world,
pursuing thousands of killers and rapists
# hiding in school buildings, hospitals, and
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MARC MUF : HY{C'DUH'ER JOURNA| CON TRIBUTING CARTOONIST

hundredi of miles of tunnels underneath Gaza Inev-
itably, some bystanders will be harmed. But that
doesn'’t tﬁla_ke Israel any more guilty of genocide than
it makes Barack Obama guilty of genocide for
launching the battle of Mosul in 2016, which (accord-
ing to an!Associated Press investigation) resulted in
9,000 to 11,000 Iraqi civilian deaths.

Moshe' Phillips, national chairman, Americans
For A Safe Israel, New York, N.Y.

Claims '_a._['bout Israel are false, play into
antisemllitism

Rathefr than address Rachel Applefield's concerns
about Jew-hate at Indiana University, Benjamin
Robinsor attacked her with false claims about Israel.
Faculty like Professor Robinson have played a pivotal
role in the surge of violent antisemitism gripping
U.S. campuses since the Hamas attack on Israel in
October. iR

Israel has done more to reduce harm to Palestin-
.+« Janicivilians than Gaza’s own leadership, which has

~ deliberately put residents in harm’s way. Israel is
fighting terrorists that want to annihilate it. Robin-

[ 3

' son‘ignores the fact that Handas carefully ¢onstruct-

ed a battlefield designed to maximize the loss of ci-
vilian life. He ignores Israel's legitimate right to de-
fend itsellf against terrorist attacks. He ignores facts
about Israel's assistance to the civilian population of
Gaza; Israel has delivered 2.2 billion pounds of hu-
manitarizn aid to Gaza.

Amnesgity International had to create a new defini-
tion of "gienocide" to apply it to Israel. Alice Nderitu.
who wastthe special adviser on the Prevention of
Genocidel.;at the International Criminal Court, said
Israel’s campaignin Gaza doesn’t meet the definition
of genocide. It's Israel that has been the victim of a
genocidal attack launched by Iranian proxies. World

- Central Kitchen dismissed 62 employees in Gaza
~ (12% of their Gaza staff) over involvement in terror
activities. CAMERA (Committee for Accuracy in
- Middle Epst Reporting in America) is a non-partisan
~ organizatiion whose sole raison d'étre is to ensure ac-
- curacy in Middle East reporting.
.. Holly Izothkopf, Boyntan Beach, Florida

ke LE 5
Column 'crosses the line into antisemitism’

- How diisﬁ:ur&ginglt is to read guest columnist
and Indipna Univer?ty faculty member Benjamin
Robinson|'s ill founded excoriation of student Rachel
Applefielcl's truthful description of campus antisem-
itism, and consider that students at Indiana Univer-
sity are s 1b]§’cted to.the kind of vicious and biased
anti-Isra¢] propaganda Robinson platforms. And
yes, his column crosses the line into antisemitism.
~ Here's| how. There are scholarly criteria for when -
criticism |of Isgael morphs into antisemitism. For ex-

- ample Naitan Sharansky, the great Soviet-era refuse-
- nik, elucildated three such criteria, termed the Three
D's-dem@nization of Israel or its supporters, deleg-
itimization of Israel, holding Israel to a double stan-

dard pr. I[ed tu no ﬂther cauntry.. ; =) _
Let’s examine some of Professor Robinson's re-
7 FE F]:;:-.- SOg o d h W tl] r ] h

sponses owleﬁﬂd’ and see how they fit Sharan-

: _ sky’s antisemitism criteria. First he labeled Apple-

- field as being “heartless” because she truthfully
 wrote 'a'bufiu'tflia"f experiences of being a Jewish stu-

- dentona

mas prog Bganda This is an example of demoniza-

assemb lcd.ﬂ mﬁtley gf_nu p .of antl;lérael

their qbse__,!i!#l_ve anti-Israel screeds
try to buttress his own distaste for the

o XAty e, Robert Bernstein, the founder ti

man Rights watch, @ BToup whose obsessive |
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dent for supposedly doing the

mas propaganda at Indiana

her column's title.

doesn’t need “to discred;i
edit ’
son, their lies discredit the:;mel

npug flooded with antisemitic, pro-Ha-

qrees and non-democratic coun- ti

disassociated himself  hax

War Institute: €ol. Richard Kemp, who commanded the
British Expeditionary Forces in Afghanistan; and sev-
en former Department of Justice prosecutors who
brought legal actions against Nazi war criminals have
all lauded the IDF's efforts to minimize civilian casu-
alties, and have denied that Israel is committing geno—
cide in Gaza. §

Yet Robinson demonized Israel's self-defense a¢-
tions and delegitimized the country’s rights to self de-
fense. In effectively denying Israel’s rights to defend
herself against Hamas terrorism, Robinson held Israel
to a double standard expected of no other country.

In a similar fashion Robinson denied the painful
lived experience of a Jewish student suffering from the
well publicized surge of campus antisemitism, a denial
that (as far as I know) he doesn't inflict on any other
student minerity or protected class. Therefore Robin~
son’s column meets Sharansky’s double standard cri-
teria, much to the detrimient of Indiana University stu-
dents. s :

Daniel Trigoboff, Williamsville, N~ @ ™
ORTAPMR o . TR SRR R B
Professor's column only enforced student's -
opinion

Abraham Lincoln once asked his Cabinet: "If I call a
dog's leg a 'tail, how many legs would that dog have?"

To the perplexed members he responded: "Four
Calling a leg a tail doesn't make it so"

Just so, calling Israel's defensive war against Hamas
a "genocide,’ doesn't make that so.

Although Prof. Benjamin Robinson (addressing Ra-
chel Applefield's "Apology for Israel's Genocide") and
questionable cited sources, wishes a more 'expansive”
definition to use as a cudgel against Israel genocide is
well defined: "intent to kill all or part of a recognized
ethnic group." No more. No less. Indeed, actual geno-
cide is such an enormous crime, any attempts to dilute
Its enormity, to score politi ' is hi i
Sp(}mib}e‘ty political points, is highly irre-

Prof Robinson is entitled to pres ] i
ions as fact, but it is rather unszemf;l T;;ll :ttt::l? :Etlﬁj

: ‘ same, and =
tacking her as being "heartless" and "feeﬁil]grflgigpa:-

thy" for this war's innocent victims,

Her well-reasoned column ("Antisemitic pro-Ha-
Urfiversity must stop")
animus. Even more ap-

that her not uncommeon

evin}ced no evidence of such
palling was his insinuation

minimal stipend from a national advocacy group paid -

for her opinion. His fevered
o1 attempt to squas
many excellent points only furthered how ap{i(:-ml: 1:::; |

Richard Wilkins, Syracuse, N.Y

_Fallaclt_# of response reviewed

¢. Her job is to track anti-Semitic falsehoods Sh
. She

S Critics”; like Robin-

heha) b, AR

OYa, Turkey, and Egypt |
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Continued from Page 6A

school authorizers are responsible
for auditing these schools, who is? If A
state audit was only performed after
these schools closed their doors, how
many other alternative schools might be
bilking tax dollars?

I have to wonder if this new formula

With no previous experience as a librari-
an. This move directly correlates with
thf: onset drop of reading scores for our
third grade students. In subsequent
years, libraries at our elementary
schools have closed completely, putting

_ an additional burden on our teachers to
has met legislators’ initial goal of select and provide age-appropriate

streamlining and making more trans- learning materials in classroom librar-
parent our state school funding, or if it ies

has only made it more complex, compli-
cated, inequitable and very lucrative for
a few. While the issues I have addressed
may be headline news in the education
section of the Indy Star, the affect the

This does not help maintain the highly
qualified teachers we currently have!
Adjunct teachers are brought in at low
rates and their classroom experience is
“virtual school.” The lack of hands-on
teaching is proving too much for some of
these teachers to complete even one full
semester. Our students are the ones
who suffer.

This year, we have cut our “We the
People” program because, according to
some, we cannot afford a qualified can-
didate. National Champions! Not just
state champions, but national champi-
ons! This is utterly disheartening, dis-

i schools (which our schools were never
: failing) for lower-income families, but
are considered marketplace competi-
| tion for all public schools.
This vyear, vouchers/grants were
| made available to families making up to
$250,000 per year. Could we not have
first considered expanding the 21st Cen-
tury Scholar program for families mak-
Ing up to $60,000? ,

Authorizers of these alternatives to

Forecasting and budgeting for drop-
ping enrollment, administrators have
consolidated, then consolidated again,
and closed one of our schools. (We are
fortunate that our superintendent at the

Your Turn

JoAnne E. Himebaugh
Guest columnist

Dear Rep. Hall,

I recently received your annual “Issue Survey;”

-tl_}an__kyou_. This year, a survev cannot possibly ex-
press the concerns I have, so I have taken your in-
‘vitation to write you.

My letter is to address legislative actions taken on
‘education in Indiana over the past 20-plus years,
i how those changes have benefited some, hurt some
- and the changes I have witnessed in my community

. schools, your community schoois.

. . <

~ Asyouknow, in 2009 and since, steps have been
. taken by the Indiana General Assembly to completely

public schools make 3% of the tuition
paid by the state. Ball State being the
biggest recipient of tax dollars for au-
thorizing 28 alternative schools (seven
with F ratings and six with D ratings and
only two with A ratings), took in $2.9
million in the 2021-22 school year. Of the
$2.9 million, $900,000 was paid to sev-
en administrators, seven!

In the 2023-24 school year, four alter-
native schools in Indiana will close due
to not being reauthorized or lack of en-
rollment, while six new ones will open.
In fact, 75% of alternative schools
opened in Indiana since 2010 have
closed. Some have closed their doors in
the middle of a school year, displacing

restructuring has had on small rural

schools is not.

How do budget cuts each year limit
the tools available to our teachers and
administrators to provide a world class

education that every child in the State of

Indiana, which they are constitutionally
privileged to? .. ..,

Shortly after the initial restructuring
In 2010, the changes I saw came first to
our elementary children. Administra-
tors forced to make budget cuts let li-
censed physical education/health
teachers at our elementary schools go
and replaced them with non-licensed
staff that had no previous experience.
This did not reflect the goals stated in
the Indiana Healthy Weight Initiative

time had the foresight to move our Ca-
reer Resource Center to this building to
prevent having to sell it to an alternative
school for $1.)

Our teachers and administrators
have had to campaign twice for a prop-
erty tax referendum in order to attract
and maintain teachers. This is not in
their job description; it is the constitu-
tional duty of the Indiana legislative
body to ensure the equitable education
for every child in Indiana. The last refer-
endum campaign failed. The blame for
failure is in large part due to the wording
the state required of school board mem-
bers to put on the ballot that read “home
owners property taxes will increase by
30%.”

couraging and demoralizing. All the call
for “civics education” in schools is just
hyperbole.

The current school funding model is
failing Hoosier children. Indiana law-
makers threw out an equitable school
funding model and since then we have
steadily been in a race to the bottom in
our Indiana K-12 education. Our com-
munities have been torn as we watch ca-
reer teachers depart, as neighbors argue
over whether to increase property tax to
educate our children and as our children
increasingly = become  disengaged
watching the opportunities for a rich
and full educational experience go out
the door with the funding.

The top rated schools in the nation

- reshape school funding. Lawmakers moved funding
- away from funding buildings/academics to funding
~students. This funding restructure has allowed for
- _successive legislation to fund charter, for-profit pri-
~ vate, parochial, virtual and public schools out of a
- child’s community in the form of vouchers/grants.
. The restructure has also moved funding from
. smaller, poorer communities to larger, wealthier
~ communities in an attempt to close the funding gap
- perchild in the old funding model. At the same time,
~ legislation hasbeen passed lowering state standards |

are In Massachusetts; their funding
model looks very much like Indiana’s
old model of funding buildings/aca-
demics!

We are at a crisis point, the experi-

From the 2017-18 to the 2020-21
school year, our teaching staff has
dropped from123 to104 as teachers seek
higher pay in surrounding counties
(marketplace competition) or leave the
field all together. While the state aver- ment has failed. Just like the removal of
age annual salary for teachers is hand writing, long division and phonics
$52,000, our district’s starting salary has proven harmful to K-12 education
has dropped to $29,000; our medium and is now being re-implemented, we
salary is $48,000, far less than the state need to take a long look at our current
average. Our substitute teachers, who failing funding model. Please, at the
tering creativity and attracting families are no longer required to have even an  very least, consider a bi-partisan sum-
to our community. Associate’s degree, make $790 per mer study committee. Our kids are

Then, in or around the 2014-15 school hour, while neighboring counties pay worth it!

published that same year, but those
goals did not come with funding.
In the following years, I witnessed

children and causing parents the undue
stress of finding another school. Several
failing alternative schools that did not
receive re-authorization willreopenun- our licensed elementary art teachers

$
j der a different name with a differentau- being replaced, again, with non-li-

thorizer. Is this model sustainable? censed staff with no previous experi-

Currently, the state is suing two of ence in the field they were charged to
teach. Music classes at our elementary

schools dropped to one day per week
with a single music teacher traveling
from school to school. So much for fos-

these failed alternative schools for over
inflating enrollment numbers and pay-
ing for services never provided. The
amount the state is seeking is $154 mil-
lion, $65 million for tuition over pay-
ment and $89 million paid to associates
and family members of school adminis-

~ native for impoverished inner-city children in failing

pubhcscllmlstoxece;yea | better education, has trators for services never performed. year, our licensed librarians at the ele- $11.40 - $14.90 per hour. Sincerely, J oAnne E. !—Iimeba}lgh
4 B0V eabl budgetyear Alternative schools " The alternative school authorizer is mentary levels left one by one and were This is not equity! This is not going to JoAnne Himebaugh is a resident of
- ‘}fﬁ* menolﬂngexaltematwes to failing public | not named in the suit. If alternative replaced, again, with non-licensed staff attract recently graduated teachers! Nashville, Indiana.
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