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Friends,

Trump is following Putin’s, Xi’s, and Orban’s playbook. First, take over military and
intelligence operations by purging career o�cers and substituting ones personally
loyal to you.

Next, subdue the courts by ignoring or threatening to ignore court rulings you
disagree with.

Intimidate legislators by warning that if they don’t bend to your wishes, you’ll run
loyalists against them. (Make sure they also worry about what your violent supporters
could do to them and their families.)

Then focus on independent sources of information: the media and the universities. Sue
media that publish critical stories and block their access to news conferences and
interviews.

Then go a�er the universities.

Last week, Trump threatened in a social media post to punish any university that
permits “illegal” protests. On Friday he cancelled hundreds of millions in grants and
contracts with Columbia University.

This is an extension of Republican tactics before Trump’s second term. Prior to Trump
appointing her ambassador to the United Nations, former Representative Elise
Stefanik (Harvard class of 2006) browbeat presidents of elite universities over their
responses to student protests against Israel’s bombardment of Gaza, leading to several
presidents being �red.

Senator Josh Hawley (Stanford class of 2002 and Yale Law class of 2006) called the
student demonstrations signs of “moral rot” at the universities.

But antisemitism was just a pretext.

JD Vance (Yale Law 2013) has termed university professors “the enemy” and suggested
using Victor Orban’s method for ending “le�-wing domination of universities.”

I think his way has to be the model for us: not to eliminate universities, but to give
them a choice between survival or taking a much less biased approach to teaching.
[The government should be] aggressively reforming institutions … in a way to where
they’re much more open to conservative ideas.”

Trump is also targeting diversity, equity, and inclusion programs on university
campuses.

But of all Trump’s and Republicans’ moves against higher education, the most
destructive is the cancelation of research grants and contracts. The destruction is
hardly con�ned to Columbia and other suspected le�-wing bastions.

Research universities depend on funding from the National Science Foundation and
the National Institutes of Health.

Trump reportedly aims to slash the budget of the National Science Foundation by up
to two-thirds. And he’s instructed the National Institutes of Health to no longer honor
negotiated rates for “indirect costs” on grants that it administers — money that
universities use for laboratory space and research equipment.

In de�ance of court orders, Trump has largely maintained a freeze on NIH funding.

As a result, many of America’s great research universities have stopped hiring and are
cutting Ph.D. programs — in some cases rescinding o�ers to accepted students.

Trump’s moves are consistent with the tyrant’s playbook, but they’re also jeopardizing
America’s national security and competitiveness.

Trump speaks of putting America First, but his attack on the nation’s great research
universities is ensuring that the U.S. comes in second — to China.

Although America has long been the global leader in scienti�c output, China is now
surging ahead. Even before Trump’s cuts in research funding, China was projected to
match U.S. research spending within �ve years.

China has already surpassed the U.S. as the top producer of highly cited papers and
international patent applications. It now awards more science and engineering Ph.D.s
than the U.S.

Tyrants close universities. Fascists burn books. Trump is destroying America’s most
important asset — its innovative mind.

Share

3,439 Likes ∙ 720 Restacks

480 720 Share

Discussion about this post

478 more comments...

Ready for more?

ROBERT REICH

3,439

3,439

Write a comment...

1d

Liked by Robert Reich

153 replies

Michael Miller Musing With Mike

Critical thinking and brilliant minds are the enemies of dictators. It s̓ easier to control a population of

gullible, uneducated and misinformed people who have been convinced that “woke” is the end of

civilization. If you donʼt believe that, how many world renowned universities are in Russia and

Hungary - zero!! There is a reason for that. Wake up, America!
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When are some of these self-proclaimed macho men, in the GOP and MAGA, going to stand up to

Trump, FOR OUR COUNTRY, DEMOCRACY, CONSTITUTION, RULE OF LAW?! So far they have

proven to be lying spineless traitors, who continue to kiss Trump's ass for a buck, and Iawless,

unlimited power! How do they even look their children, families, and constituents in the eye, while

betraying them all every day. All will be recorded in history, as a complete corrupt disgrace, traitors

to the United States of America, who chose to turn their backs on the USA, betray us, and team with

communist, murderous Russia, and has stomped all over our Constitution and laws.

TRUMP + GOP + MAGA = TRAITORS
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Trump will overplay his hand. Be ready for when he does.
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Trump’s “First Buddy” is in deep shit

If youʼre advising a president-elect, you donʼt publicly push him to do what
you want. That s̓ true of any president-elect. It s̓ even truer of Trump.

NOV 17, 2024 • ROBERT REICH

See all

jacky_comforty@comfor Subscribe

© 2025 Robert Reich ∙ Privacy ∙ Terms ∙ Collection notice

Start Writing Get the app

Substack is the home for great culture

Comments Restacks

Top Latest Discussions

https://robertreich.substack.com/p/the-universities-are-next/comments
javascript:void(0)
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/03/07/nyregion/trump-administration-columbia-grants-cancelled-antisemitism.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/03/07/nyregion/trump-administration-columbia-grants-cancelled-antisemitism.html
https://www.science.org/content/article/my-boss-was-crying-nsf-confronts-potentially-massive-layoffs-and-budget-cuts
https://www.science.org/content/article/my-boss-was-crying-nsf-confronts-potentially-massive-layoffs-and-budget-cuts
https://robertreich.substack.com/p/the-universities-are-next?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email&utm_content=share&action=share&token=eyJ1c2VyX2lkIjoyNjU5MzE4NCwicG9zdF9pZCI6MTU4NzA0NTY1LCJpYXQiOjE3NDE3MTE4MDUsImV4cCI6MTc0NDMwMzgwNSwiaXNzIjoicHViLTM2NTQyMiIsInN1YiI6InBvc3QtcmVhY3Rpb24ifQ.YhwwoKhbjkWQfPigAggO8c4sAN0DGUEI6Wm_U2oJ7hI
https://substack.com/note/p-158704565/restacks?utm_source=substack&utm_content=facepile-restacks
https://robertreich.substack.com/p/the-universities-are-next/comments
javascript:void(0)
https://robertreich.substack.com/p/the-universities-are-next/comments
https://substack.com/@robertreich
https://substackcdn.com/image/fetch/f_auto,q_auto:good,fl_progressive:steep/https%3A%2F%2Fsubstack-post-media.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2Ff160009e-ebb5-4c3a-9845-aada9a0c8bcd_1456x768.webp
https://robertreich.substack.com/p/the-universities-are-next/comment/99340092
https://robertreich.substack.com/p/the-universities-are-next/comment/99340092
https://substack.com/profile/8523162-michael-miller?utm_source=substack-feed-item
https://mwmiller2.substack.com/?utm_content=comment_metadata&utm_source=substack-feed-item
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
https://robertreich.substack.com/p/the-universities-are-next/comment/99338892
https://robertreich.substack.com/p/the-universities-are-next/comment/99338892
https://substack.com/profile/72976468-barbara-gierzak?utm_source=substack-feed-item
https://barbaragierzak.substack.com/?utm_content=comment_metadata&utm_source=substack-feed-item
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
https://robertreich.substack.com/p/trump-will-overplay-his-hand-be-ready
https://robertreich.substack.com/p/trump-will-overplay-his-hand-be-ready
https://substack.com/@robertreich
https://robertreich.substack.com/p/ten-reasons-for-optimism
https://robertreich.substack.com/p/ten-reasons-for-optimism
https://substack.com/@robertreich
https://robertreich.substack.com/p/trumps-first-buddy-is-in-deep-shit
https://robertreich.substack.com/p/trumps-first-buddy-is-in-deep-shit
https://substack.com/@robertreich
https://substack.com/privacy
https://substack.com/tos
https://substack.com/ccpa#personal-data-collected
https://your.substack.com/publish
https://substack.com/app/app-store-redirect?utm_campaign=app-marketing&utm_content=web-footer-button
https://substack.com/

